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15 June 1957 
Washington, D.C. 

The Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. 
530 South Union Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Dr. King: 

This is just a note to tell you once again how much I enjoyed our conversation 
on Thursday. 

With the thought that you might like to see them, I am enclosing marked 
copies of speeches I have made on the subject of civil rights in the past few years.’ 
I shall also see that you receive copies of any speeches I should make on this sub- 
ject in the future. 

With every good wish, 

Sincerely, 
[signed] 
Richard Nixon 

TLS. MLKJP-GAMK. 

1. Nixon sent King copies of his remarks from ten different events, including excerpts from his ad- 

on 23 August 1956, and his address “In the Cause of Peace and Freedom,” delivered before the Au- 
tomobile Manufacturers Association on 6 December 1956. 

dress to the NAACP on 26 June 1955, his acceptance speech at the Republican National Convention 

To Benjamin Elijah Mays 

17 June 1957 
[Montgomery, Ala. ]  

In an I I January letter, Mays broached the idea of nominating King for an honorary 
degree from Morehouse College: “It would be a nice thing ifyour Alma Mater were 
thefirst institution to recognize your worth. ”l On 13 April the Morehouse Board of 
Trustees voted to award King an honorary degree at the college commencement on 
4 June.2 King also participated in the June graduation ceremonies of Kentucky State 

1 .  King gave his assent on 16 January: “Although I am not the judge as to whether I am worthy to 
receive such an honor, I can say that I would always seek to live up to the noble precepts inherent 
therein.” 

2. Mays to King, 7 May 1957; King to Mays, 15 May 1957. Morehouse also honored United Nations 
mediator Frank Porter Graham, a former U.S. senator and president of the University of North Car- 
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